
 

Filipino American History Month  
Educational Resource Guide 

 
Introduction.  
The celebration of Filipino American History Month in October commemorates the first recorded 
presence of Filipinos in the continental United States, which occurred on October 18, 1587, 
when “Luzones Indios” came ashore from the Spanish galleon Nuestra Senora de Esparanza 
and landed at what is now Morro Bay, California. In 2009, U.S. Congress recognized October as 
Filipino American History Month in the United States. Various states, counties and cities in the 
U.S. have have established proclamations and resolutions declaring observance of Filipino 
American History Month. The late Dr. Fred Cordova, along with his wife, FANHS Founder Dr. 
Dorothy Laigo Cordova, first introduced October as Filipino American History Month in 1992 with 
a resolution from the FANHS National Board of Trustees.  
 
Across the nation, the thirty-five FANHS Chapters, colleges and universities, museums and 
community groups, will be commemorating Filipino American History Month with various 
activities and events to bring awareness of the significant role Filipinos have played in American 
history. 
 
Filipino American History Month is an opportunity for educators and parents to share with 
students the contributions and influence of Filipino Americans on American History. 
Furthermore, it is an entry point for critical dialogue about the perspectives, experiences, and 
lived realities of Filipino Americans. Filipino American History IS American History. Students in 
all regions and of all backgrounds should engage in thoughtful exploration of Filipino American 
History Month to better understand American History. The FAHM Educational Resource Guide 
provides primary source documents, curricular ideas, and standards based connections.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Elementary Resource Overview. 
In these lessons, students will explore the 1947 Military Bases Agreement through a primary 
source document (photograph) and informational text. 
  
Objectives. 
Students will... 

● Be introduced to the 1947 Military Bases Agreement. 
● Discuss the impact of the Agreement on Filipinas/os and Filipina/o Americans. 

  
Standards. 
Common Core State Standards 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies  
  

Lesson 1. Exploring a Primary Source Document 
● Using the Photo Analysis resource from the National Archives, explore photo of 

Gil Respicio Dumlao. Students should work in groups or pairs. 
● As a group, discuss students’ responses and introduce the 1947 Military Bases 

Agreement. 
  
Lesson 2. Informational Text: The 1947 Military Bases Agreement 
● Before reading, preview the text with students. Explore and define the bold 

words. 
● Read the 1947 Military Bases Agreement text with students. 
● After reading the text, discuss the following questions:  

■ How did the 1947 Military Bases Agreement impact military enlistment? 
■ What branch of the military did Filipinos join? Why? 
■ How did the 1947 Military Bases Agreement impact the lives of 

Filipinas/os and Filipina/o Americans? 
 

Next Steps. 
Ask your students to discover more about their Filipina/o American Military history! 
Invite students to interview their parents and/or grandparents about their connection 
to the military. Alternately, ask your students and their families to explore the impact 
of Filipina/o Americans in their community. 

Keywords. 
Filipino American History Month, The Philippines, military, Navy, Colony, Puerto Rico, 
1947 Military Bases Agreement, citizen, community, independence, stewards, 
domestic service, discrimination  

 
 

https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/photo_analysis_worksheet.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
https://www.socialstudies.org/standards/strands
https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/photo_analysis_worksheet.pdf


 

 
Using the Analyze a Photograph worksheet from the National Archives explore the following 
photo.  

 
 
 
Gil Respicio Dumlao, a 
native of Camiling, Tarlac, 
poses at the San Felipe del 
Morro Fortress in 1965 
while his ship is docked in 
Puerto Rico. He enlisted at 
Sangley Point in 1961 and 
retired in Bangor, WA in 
1981. He went on to work 
at the Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard as a civilian, and 
retired in 2004. He is a 
FANHS Seattle member 
who lives with his family in 
Seattle.  
 
 
 
 
Courtesy of Gil 
Dumlao/Virginia Kay 
Calipusan Dumlao/Dumlao 
Family. Use by permission 
only. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/photo_analysis_worksheet.pdf


 

1947 Military Bases Agreement 
October is Filipino American History Month. Each year Filipino 

American History Month has a theme. 2017’s theme is the 1947 Military 
Bases Agreement. This agreement had a huge impact on US-Philippines 
relations. It also had a big impact on the lives of the Filipina/o American 
Community. 

On July 4, 1946, the Philippines became an independent country. It 
was a colony of the United States for nearly 50 years (1902-1946). Before 
that, it was a colony of Spain (1571-1898). The United States wanted to 
keep its military bases in the Philippines. The two major bases were Clark 
Air Force Base and Subic Naval Base. The 1947 Military Bases 
Agreement was an agreement between the United States and the 
Philippines. It allowed the United States to use those bases and other sites 
for 99 years. The Agreement also allowed Filipino Citizens to be recruited 
into the U.S. Military. 

After this Agreement, many Filipinos joined the United States Military. 
Most Filipinos joined the Navy. The Navy paid well and offered an 
opportunity for American citizenship. After serving for 3 years, these 
servicemen could become U.S. citizens. These servicemen had families 
and settled into Navy towns. They helped build the Filipina/o American 
Communities that we know today. 

Many of the Filipinos in the Navy faced discrimination or unfair 
treatment. There was a rule that would not allow Filipinos to have a high 
ranking. They could only be Stewards. Stewards cooked and cleaned on 
the ship. They also did domestic services for the officers and their 
families. This included food service, cleaning, laundry, and chores. 

Many Filipina/o Americans trace their roots back to those who served 
in the U.S. Military and moved to the United States as a result of the 
Military Bases Agreement. Filipinas/os and Filipina/o Americans have 
played a big part in the United States military.  
 
(Lexile Level ~800; Fountas & Pinnell Level: S) 



 

Middle School Resource Overview. 
In these lessons, students will explore the 1947 Military Bases Agreement through a primary source 
document (photograph) and informational text. 
  
Objectives. 
Students will... 

● Be introduced to the 1947 Military Bases Agreement. 
● Discuss the impact of the Agreement on Filipinas/os and Filipina/o Americans. 

  
Standards. 
Common Core State Standards 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies  
  

Lesson 1. Exploring a Primary Source Document 
● Using the Photo Analysis resource from the National Archives, explore the photo of 

Connie Amando and Filipino Sailors.  
● As a group, discuss students’ responses and introduce the 1947 Military Bases 

Agreement. 
  
Lesson 2. Informational Text: The 1947 Military Bases Agreement 
● Before reading, preview the text with students. Explore and define the bold words. 
● Allow students to read the 1947 Military Bases Agreement text in pairs or small groups. 
● After reading the text, students will answer the following discussion questions:  

■ How did the 1947 Military Bases Agreement impact military enlistment? 
■ What branch of the military did Filipinos join? Why? 
■ How did the 1947 Military Bases Agreement impact the lives of Filipinas/os and 

Filipina/o Americans? 
■ Was your family or a family you know impacted by the 1947 Military Bases 

Agreement? If so, how? 
 

Next Steps. 
Ask your students to discover more about their Filipina/o American Military history! Invite 
students to interview their parents and grandparents about their connection to the military. 
Alternately, ask your students and their families to explore the impact of Filipina/o Americans 
in their community. 

Keywords. 
Filipino American History Month, The Philippines, military, Navy, Colony, Puerto Rico, 1947 
Military Bases Agreement, citizen, community, independence, stewards, domestic service, 
discrimination, Cold War 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.socialstudies.org/standards/strands
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/
https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/photo_analysis_worksheet.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/photo_analysis_worksheet.pdf


 

Using the Analyze a Photograph worksheet from the National Archives explore the following 
photo.  

 
 
 
Connie Amado and three 
unidentified Filipino sailors in 
San Francisco, circa 1954. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy of Filipino American 
National Historical Society. 
Use by permission only. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/photo_analysis_worksheet.pdf


 

1947 Military Bases Agreement 
October is Filipino American History Month. Each year Filipino American History 

Month has a theme. 2017’s theme is the 1947 Military Bases Agreement. This 
agreement had a major impact on US-Philippines relations and on the lives of the 
Filipina/o American Community. 

On July 4, 1946, the Philippines became an independent country. It had been a 
colony of the United States for nearly 50 years (1902-1946). Before American 
occupation, it was a colony of Spain for more than 300 years (1571-1898). However, the 
United States wanted maintain its military bases in the Philippines due to the mounting 
pressures of the Cold War. The two major bases were Clark Air Force Base and Subic 
Naval Base. The 1947 Military Bases Agreement was an agreement between the 
United States and the Philippines. It allowed the United States to use those bases and 
other sites for 99 years. The Agreement also allowed Filipino Citizens to be recruited 
into the U.S. Military. 

After this Agreement, many Filipinos joined the United States Military. Most 
Filipinos joined the Navy. The Navy paid well and offered an opportunity for American 
citizenship. After serving a minimum of three years, these servicemen could become 
U.S. citizens. During their service and upon retirement, these servicemen created 
families, settled in Navy towns, and petitioned for the immigration of family members. In 
so doing, they and their partners and families created large new communities or built 
upon existing Filipina/o American communities in places as diverse as Providence and 
Newport, RI; Norfolk/Virginia Beach, VA; Saint Mary’s County, MD; Jacksonville, 
Pensacola and Key West, FL; Corpus Christi, TX; Honolulu, HI; Kitsap and Seattle, WA; 
Charleston, SC; Long Beach, San Diego, Oakland and Vallejo, Calif. After their service, 
Filipino seamen engaged in a wide diversity of occupations. Many opened their own 
restaurants or catering businesses using the cooking skills they learned in the Navy. 

Many of the Filipinos in the Navy faced discrimination or unfair treatment. There 
was a rule that would not allow Filipinos to have a high ranking. They could only be 
Stewards. Stewards cooked and cleaned on the ship. They also did domestic 
services for the officers and their families. This included food service, cleaning, laundry, 
and chores. 

Many Filipina/o Americans trace their roots back to those who served in the U.S. 
Military and moved to the United States as a result of the Military Bases Agreement. 
Filipinas/os and Filipina/o Americans have played a big part in the United States 
military.  
(Lexile Level ~1000) 
 
 



 

 
Discussion Questions.  

● How did the 1947 Military Bases Agreement impact military enlistment? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● What branch of the military did Filipinos join? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● How did the 1947 Military Bases Agreement impact the lives of Filipinas/os and Filipina/o 
Americans? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

● Was your family or a family you know affected in any way by the 1947 Military Bases 
Agreement? If so, how? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
High School Resource Overview. 
The following resource is a series of Document Based Questions (DBQs) that serve as an entry 
point to critical historical conversations about Filipino American History. Furthermore, this 
exercise supports the development of making inferences, evidence based writing, and research. 

 
Introducing the DBQs. 
Before students begin working on the DBQ, activate their prior knowledge about 
Filipino American History Month or Filipino American History in general. 
 

Independent Research.   
The 1947 Military Bases Agreement is an opportunity for students to explore the 
implications of policy decisions on their lives. Ask students to conduct independent 
research about the 1947  Bases Agreement. Afterwards, invite students to conduct 
an oral history interview with their parents or grandparents about their connection to 
the 1947 Military Bases Agreement. If your students do not have personal 

connections to this particular policy agreement, invite them to conduct research on a policy that 
has impacted their lives (for example: DACA, Affordable Care Act, the Immigration Reform and 
Control Act of 1986, etc.) 
 

List of Documents 
Document 1: 2017 FANHS Filipino American History Month Theme Press Release 
Document 2: 1947 Military Agreement Article XXVII 
Document 3: Filipinos Enlisted in the Navy Table 
Document 4: Excerpts from In Our Uncles’ Words 
Document 5: Photo of the Stewards of the White House with President Johnson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DOCUMENT 1: 2017 FANHS Filipino American History Month Theme Press 
Release 
 
September 4, 2017 
 

2017 Filipino American History Month Theme:  
70 Years Since the US-Philippines Military Bases Agreement & FANHS is 35! 

 
Seattle, WA -- For its 2017 Filipino American History Month theme, the Filipino American National 
Historical Society (FANHS) commemorates the 1947 Military Bases Agreement between the United 
States and the Philippines, the monumental effect it had on US-Philippines relations and the larger Pacific 
Rim, and the profound effect the law had upon the Filipina/o American community nationwide. This year, 
2017, is the 70th Anniversary of the signing of the 1947 Military Bases Agreement; it also marks  the 35th 
anniversary of the Filipino American National Historical Society. 
 
The Agreement provided for continuation of the imperial relationship between the United States and the 
Philippines, and the proud service and settlement of thousands of Filipinos who were enlisted in the US 
military, particularly US Navy sailors, and their families across the United States in the post-World War II 
period. 
 
On July 4, 1946, the Philippines became an independent nation after almost 50 years as a colony of the 
United States (1902-1946) and more than 300 years as a colony of Spain (1571-1898). As the Cold War 
deepened, the United States desired to maintain its military bases in the Philippines, particularly Clark Air 
Force Base and Subic Naval Base. The 1947 Military Bases Agreement allowed the United States access 
to these and almost two dozen other sites in and around the Philippines for 99 years. Article XXVII 
provided for the recruitment of Filipino citizens into the U.S. Armed Forces.  
  
Though several thousand Filipinos had been recruited into the US Navy and other branches of the military 
during the American colonial period (1902-1946), the Military Bases Agreement ushered in a period of 
several decades of aggressive recruitment of thousands of Filipino citizens into the U.S. Armed Forces, 
primarily by the U.S. Navy. After the Korean Conflict began in 1952, the Navy began recruiting Filipinos at 
a rate of 1,000 a year; this was increased to 2,000 annually in 1954. Thousands of Filipino men rushed to 
Sangley Point, the Naval Headquarters in the Philippines to enlist, partly because of the deteriorating 
economic and political environment of the Philippines (the Navy offered higher pay than they could expect 
in any occupation in the Philippines, so even college-educated Filipinos sought to join the Navy), and the 
promise of American citizenship. Only a small percentage of applicants passed the grueling physical and 
language entrance exams. By 1992, when the bases closed and the agreement was terminated, more 
than 100,000 Filipinos had served or were serving in the U.S. Navy. 
 
Until 1971, discriminatory practices in the Navy barred Filipinos from rising above the rank of Steward, 
regardless of education or skills. Stewards were responsible for providing cooking and cleaning for the 
ship and domestic service to officers and their families: food service, cleaning, laundry, and chores. 
Stewards endured extreme racism in the Navy, where they were called “boy” by officers and forced to 
perform domestic service for the wives and children of officers, among a plethora of humiliations. These 
seamen endured these indignities in order to support their families in the Philippines and the United 



 

States. Many Black and Filipino stewards served high-ranking officers at the Pentagon and the President 
of the United States, and on presidential yachts and at Camp David throughout the 20th century and well 
into the 1990s. For example, through most of the 20th century, the White House domestic staff consisted 
of African American and Filipino Navy Stewards.  
 
After serving a minimum of three years, these servicemen could become U.S. citizens. During their 
service and upon retirement, these servicemen created families, settled in Navy towns, and petitioned for 
the immigration of family members. In so doing, they and their partners and families created large new 
communities or built upon existing Filipina/o American communities in places as diverse as Providence 
and Newport, RI; Norfolk/Virginia Beach, VA; Saint Mary’s County, MD; Jacksonville, Pensacola and Key 
West, FL; Corpus Christi, TX; Honolulu, HI; Kitsap and Seattle, WA; Charleston, SC; Long Beach, San 
Diego, Oakland and Vallejo, Calif. After their service, Filipino seamen engaged in a wide diversity of 
occupations. Many opened their own restaurants or catering businesses using the cooking skills they 
learned in the Navy. 
 
Thousands of Filipina/o Americans trace their roots to the Filipinas/os who served in the U.S. military and 
settled in the United States as a result of the Military Bases Agreement. We urge every American to learn 
more about the significant role these Filipino military servicemen and women played in service to the 
United States during the Cold War, the Korean and Vietnam conflicts, and in dignified service to our 
nation’s leaders when they served as stewards on the Presidential Yachts, at Camp David, in the 
Pentagon and White House. They and their families breathed new life into communities across the United 
States and helped to build the nation we know today. 
 
Filipino Americans are the second largest Asian American group in the nation and the third largest ethnic 
group in California, after Latinas/os and African Americans. 
 
The celebration of Filipino American History Month in October commemorates the first recorded presence 
of Filipinos in the continental United States, which occurred on October 18, 1587, when “Luzones Indios” 
came ashore from the Spanish galleon Nuestra Senora de Esparanza and landed at what is now Morro 
Bay, California. In 2009, U.S. Congress recognized October as Filipino American History Month in the 
United States. Various states, counties and cities in the U.S. have have established proclamations and 
resolutions declaring observance of Filipino American History Month. The late Dr. Fred Cordova, along 
with his wife, FANHS Founder Dr. Dorothy Laigo Cordova, first introduced October as Filipino American 
History Month in 1992 with a resolution from the FANHS National Board of Trustees.  
 
Across the nation, the thirty-five FANHS Chapters, colleges and universities, museums and community 
groups, will be commemorating Filipino American History Month with various activities and events to bring 
awareness of the significant role Filipinos have played in American history. 
(Lexile Level: ~1400) 
 
Question 1. Why did the United States want to maintain their military bases in the Philippines? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 



 

Question 2. How did the 1947 Military Agreement lead to the development of Filipino American 
communities in the United States? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Question 3. How did discriminatory practices impact Filipinos in the Navy? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
DOCUMENT 2: 1947 Military Agreement - Article XXVII 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 4. Summarize Article XXVII of the 1947 Military Bases Agreements.  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Question 5. Why is this article important? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



 

DOCUMENT 3: Filipinos Enlisted in the Navy 
FILIPINOS ENLISTED IN THE NAVY 

Fiscal Years Numbers 

1944-1946 2,289 

1947-1952 none 

1953-1958 5,525 

1959 980 

1960 1,169 

1961 1,675 

1962 644 

1963 590 

1964 1,248 

1965 1,964 

1966 1,716 

1967 1,845 

1968 2,146 

1969 1,284 

1970 633 

1971 422 

1972 484 

1973 1,496 

1974 1,271 

1975 1,862 

1976 554 

 
Further Exploration: Naval History Site of Filipinos In the United States Navy. 
 
Source: 
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/f/filipinos-in-the-united-states-
navy.html 

https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/f/filipinos-in-the-united-states-navy.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/f/filipinos-in-the-united-states-navy.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/f/filipinos-in-the-united-states-navy.html


 

 
Question 6. Using your knowledge of American History and the “Filipinos Enlisted in the Navy” 
table, what inferences can you draw about the enlistment numbers of of Filipinos in the Navy?  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DOCUMENT 4.   
Read the following excerpts from In Our Uncles’ Words: We Fought for Freedom (2007), a 
collection of Oral Histories sponsored by the FANHS Hampton Roads Chapter, which 
documents the Filipinos’ U.S. Navy experience.  
 
“I was a steward. During those days, they only recruited Filipinos to be stewards. So we went to 
steward school in Great Lakes, Illinois. We were taught about our rating or specialty. We had to 
learn how to change the beds, how to set the table, how to serve, like serving on the left and 
right side of an officer; we would serve food from the left and beverages on the right. Well, over 
there in the White House I was second class petty officer, and we used to work in our small 
mess in the White House underneath the Oval Office. That’s where support staff members ate 
mostly lunch. There were also times when we would serve dinner to Cabinet members, like 
National Security Advisor Henry Kissinger. Aside from that, we were able to work in the Oval 
Office. Among all the stewards in the White House only three of us were rotated in and out of 
the Oval Office. I worked for Presidents Lyndon Johnson and Richard Nixon. I would serve 
coffee and other refreshments to visiting dignitaries, like Golda Meir, the Prime Minister of Israel. 
She visited President Nixon and I served them before they began their business in the Oval 
Office. After serving them, I had to leave while they talked business. And then after the visit I 
would enter to clear the table. The next day I’d be downstairs again.” 

- Jose Monge Montano 
 
“When we got classified in San Diego, I didn’t know I was going to be a steward. All I wanted to 
be was a corpsman. So I was really disappointed. So I became a steward; I went to school. I 
learned how to serve. I learned to do things for the officers and then when I went aboard ship, I 
worked for the captain. And then when the captain left about two years later, he asked us what 
he can do for us before he leave. And I told him I don’t want to be a steward anymore.” 

- Justo Finones Manglicmot 
 
“When I went home for the first time, my wife’s father asked me what I do in the Navy. I said, 
‘I’m a Table Navigator…I navigate the table, the table of the officers.’ But I didn’t say we were 
serving the officers because I’m not really proud of being a steward. I have more talent or skills 
than that. But I didn’t have a choice because that’s how they accept Filipinos in the Navy…to 
become a cook or a steward. So when he (father-in-law) asks, ‘Table Navigator?’ I said, ‘That’s 
my job.’ He asks. ‘Oh, so, you program where the ship is going?’ I said, ‘Something like that.’” 

- Aladino Alfaro Simbulan  



 

Question 7. What was the role of stewards in the military? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Question 8. In your opinion, how do you think Filipinos in the Navy felt about their job? How 
would you feel in their position? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DOCUMENT 5: Photo of the Stewards of the White House with President Johnson 
 
 

Jose Monge Montano is in the second row on the 
left, pictured here with President Lyndon Johnson 
and the stewards of the White House, circa late 
1960s.  

 
 
 
 

Courtesy of the Montano Family. Use by 
permission only. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Question 9. Why were there so many Filipino stewards in the Navy until the 1970s? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Document Based Essay.  
In this essay, describe the historical circumstances that led to the 1947 Military Bases 
Agreement. Also, discuss how this policy has affected the lives and communities of Filipina/os 
and Filipina/o Americans.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


